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person as Frederick; and he broke with his uncle and brother
and their friends. His father was delighted, and gave him a house
in Whitehall: he also suggested that he ought to get married;
and without any fuss or argument Frederick carried out his
father's wishes, marrying in 1791 Frederica, the daughter of
Frederick William II of Prussia. The marriage was not a success-
ful one; but Frederick was much too conventional to noise the
fact abroad; and whenever he visited his charming wife he always
took her out with him and behaved as though they were ideally
happy.
His father was extremely proud of Frederick's keen interest in
the Army. * The Good Old Duke of York,* as the country came
to call him, was not a gifted leader of men: his failure in Flanders
during the war against revolutionary France, as has been seen,
necessitated his recall home. But he was nevertheless a sound
military organizer; and the work which he did as Commander-
in-Chief from 1798 to 1809 ^d again after 1811 contributed in
no small measure to his country's military successes during the
Napoleonic War—a fact which Wellington publicly admitted
when in 1814 he went to Parliament to receive the nation's
thanks. It was Frederick who founded the Royal Military
Academy at Woolwich and the Military School at High
Wycombe—the forerunner of the Royal Military College—for
the training of officers; and although a great deal of mud was
thrown at him during the £ Duke and Darling * inquiry in 1809
the Army never entirely lost its faith in him.
George had decided to make his third son, William Henry, a
sailor; and when the boy was fifteen he was sent to sea in
ff.M.S. Prince George, which was the flag-ship of Rear-Admiral.
Robert Digby. The young Prince saw active service during the
American Revolution, taking part in the relief of Gibraltar in
1780 and serving under Rodney's command at St Vincent two
years later; and he quickly showed that he had in him the making
of a competent young officer. Nelson, under whom he later
served, had a high opinion of the Prince. He wrote:
He has his foibles, as well as private men; but they are far
overbalanced by his virtues. In his professional line he is
superior to nearly two-thirds, I am sure, of the list; and in
attention to orders and respect to his superior officers I hardly
know his equal.
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